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MEMORANDUM FOR HENRY A, KISSINGER
FROM: John H. Holdridge

SUBJECT: Draft Cable on the "Chinese Road'' in Laos

I attach a cable (Tab A) which State and Defense want to send to Vientiane
concerning Ambassador Dodloy's proposal to put a blocking force in the
way of any further Chinese road construction toward the Mekong.

This is not really an action cable. The only action proposed is a reiteration
of the suggestion that Souvanna get his poasition publicly on record againat
further Chinese road construction.

The cable is basically a continuation of an internal dialogue with Vientiane.
Ag such, 1 see only one real problem with it: it focusaes too much on the
nuts and bolts, and does not require that Vientiane answer the more
fundamental questions as to why they want to take this action. To mend
this, I suggest the addition of a new paragraph between paragraphs 3 and
4, to the following effect:

‘iBefore Washington decision can be reached on your proposal for
military action, we will require your evaluation as to how the

action would fit into your broad scenario. Specifically, we would
require your opinion as to (a) importance you assign to this

project in view of recent intelligence indications Chinese may intend
to stop for present at Muong Houn, (b) importance of this action
compared with need for all available efforts meet Comununist
offensives elsewhere, (c) relationship of this project to general
desire to maintain present Laos stalemate at lowest possible level
of warfare, and (d) implications of failure ¥ Communists challenged
effort to block road progress.'

tecommendation: That you approve the cable at Tab A with the addition
of the paragraph suggested above.

DOS. NSS, and ]

JCS reviews Ve

completed. S
Approve / o>

g

= Disapprove

s
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unfavorable sspects include the following: US: mtprventwn might
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operation, However, we would like you to lock again at what the
Lao could do widt minhmum US mvolveme‘ nt.

5. We appreciate your informing us expedi mms,ly of !ZWRZ RLAF

T-28 x bombing of road arca. We do expect measures which you |

and Lao are taking (ref _D) will insure that there is no repetitior{
of this incic‘ient. ' ’ | . |

8. Plea se caplion telugr' ms “Chinsse Road Building in L&os",;_ '
We regularly lepmt messages on this HH')JE‘C'& Lo Bangm} .Sai.gc}n,'

Hong Konq and CIt IGPAC and other adch essecs hen sppropriate,
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